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https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/Classes-Suspended-Forest-Fires-Toledo-Belize-20240520-0028.html
http://consejo.bz/weather/events/flood2008/flood2008.html
https://iica.int/en/belize
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g14035153-d296241-Reviews-Great_Blue_Hole-Lighthouse_Reef_Atoll_Belize_Cayes.html
https://www.sanpedrosun.com/accidents-and-disasters/2024/07/04/shelters-open-in-san-pedro-and-caye-caulker-as-hurricane-beryl-approaches/
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Central Building Authority
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Country Work Plan

Disaster Management
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Disaster Risk Management
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Information Communication Technology
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Ministry of Health
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Medium-Term Development Strategy(2022-2026)
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RBM Results Based Management

RBS Regional Building Standards
SFDRR Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction
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Funded by the United States Government through the US Southern Command and executed

by the Pacific Disaster Center (PDC) over the period 20491t ¢ ¢ h 'O K IA BdidRd\riSks,
vulnerabilities, resilience, and disaster management capabilities were researched and analyzed

to produce scientific data that can be used in the decisiaaking process during all phases of

AEOAOOAO 1 AT ACAIl AT 0806
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Whilst the DPR Act/2000 mentions all disaster management (DM) phases, most NEMO
committees and plans are focused on response. DPR Act/2000 needs revision to address
all DM phases thoroughly and to better distribute and delineate roles and
responsibilities.

A O, ACEOI AGETT AT AO 110 OOEDPOI AOA mEOT AET ¢ A
A OGEOOETI ¢ Pl AT O AOA AEODPAOAOA AT A 110 AOOO,
and sub volumes pertaining to SOPs, specific hazards, phases, functionalities (i.e.,

evacuation, search and rescue), and district plans. But only a few of the sub eslum
appear to have been written at all, and those that have been produced are at least ten
UAAOO T1 A AT A ET TAAA T £ OAOEAx8d

A O7TEEI 0O . %-/ EO OEA AAOECTI AGAA '/ " ACAT AU
DM and disaster risk reduction (DRR) capacity development, it appears that NEMO lacks
the formal authority to require annual training and exercises at the national level,
training and exercises are conducted on an ad hoc basis. NEMO supports training as a
budgeted recurring expense, but training and exercise efforts are managed by staff with
other regular (nonexercise) dayto-day job functions; there is not a designated tray
AAAEI EOUS8O


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lsIGzf8OyhSMwVqMu5J5CoajJH4BAPUo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IgsipkozqGhVyQvhs8OzMov93Oi1jePJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IgsipkozqGhVyQvhs8OzMov93Oi1jePJ/view?usp=sharing
https://1drv.ms/w/s!AnZ8dMlXPkuIgco_VKEtXX5Vux0J5A?e=KgosCW

The document then goes on to list the following recommendations:

1. O2A0EAx AT A OPAAOA 1 ACEOI AGETTh AOPAAEAIIT U
for roles and responsibilities for all disaster management actors, and to sufficiently
address all phases of disaster management.

2. Legally establish a calamity fund, with minimum annual contributions, for use during
disaster relief efforts.

3. Legally establish a revolving disaster management contingency fund with minimum
annual contributions to facilitate disaster risk reduction, capacity building, amther
disaster management efforts.

4. Enlist the Ministry of Sustainable Development, Climate Change & Disaster Risk
Management, the National Climate Change Office, and NEMO to formally plan and
coordinate theintegration of disaster risk reduction, Sendai, Sustainable Development
Goals (2030 Agenda), and climate change adaptation across all policies, disaster
management, and development plans.

5. Draft and finalize the National Disaster Preparedness Response Plan and make it widely
accessible.

6. Draft and publish disaster management plans to fulfill the most critical missing volumes
and annexes dictated by the National Hazard Management Plan and make them widely
accessible

7. Audit, update, and republish all existing disaster management plans.

Review dedicated facilities and equipment.

9. Expand and establish professionalized training to improve disaster management and
the human resources pool.

10.Enhance resilience through efforts to reduce vulnerabilities and increase coping
capacities.

11.Formalize the role of the University of Belize in disaster management through linking
research and training needs to academic programs.

12. Establish national and local training and exercise mandates with NEMO as lead agency.

13. Establish requirements for risk assessment processes and standards to inform disaster
management policies, plans, practices, and interventional strategies.

14. Strengthen systems to translate multiazard monitoring data into comprehensive
early warning capabilities.

15.Establish a standardized, digitized, and centralized system for data collection,
management, and sharing.

16. Increase public confidence and engagement in disaster management efforts.

17.Engage nongovernmental stakeholders and nontraditional partners including the
private sector into government disaster risk management framework.

18. Increase information access and sharing among all disaster management stakeholders
by developing or promoting a continuity of operations platform.

19. Reduce marginalization and promote gender equality.
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capacity to meet Sendai Framework commitments under each of these Priority Areas:

Priority 1 - Understanding Disaster Risk

Priority 2 - Strengthening Disaster Risk Governance to Manage Disaster Risk

Priority 3 - Investing in Disaster Risk Reduction for Resilience

Priority 4 - %1 EAT AET C $EOAOOAO O0OAPAOCAAT AGO &I O %A

"AOOAOO ET 2AAT 6Aouh 2AEAAEI EOQAQEITT AT A 2AAI

YT AAG T &£ ' 1 OAOT ATAA AT A 0OAIT EA 0711 EAU ET $EOA
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This report, conducted by the InterAmerican Development Bank (IDB) in 2020, presents the

AET AET CO T £# OEA )Ys$" EIT OAI AOGEIT O1 "AlEUAGO
framework of the iGOPP, that approaches DROIAO A OAO T £ POI AAOOGAO AFE
implementing policies, strategies and practices to reduce risk and its potential effects and is
analyzed based on 6 components that are necessary in order for it to be effectively

Ei Dl Al AT OAA8S

O' AT AOAT &OAI AxT OE T &£ ' 1 OAOT ATAA EI O $2-

Risk ldentification and Knowledge

Risk reduction

Disaster Preparedness

PostDisaster Recovery Planning

&ET AT AEAT 001 OAAQET 1 6
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The IDB found thatOAAODEOA OAAAT O OOOEAAO O OOOAT COEAT
Disaster Preparedness and Response Act is ambiguous in its definition ofdgtercy and
OACETT Al $2- @ASduhdGHaROR4ORAG E AQDEBKEOIQrE: aghAeulr®,

housing, transport and energyhave allocated resources for disaster risk reduction activities,

Belize lacks regulations to guide the design and construction of buildings, as well as other

policies defining acceptable risk againsthO O OAT EAUAOAO86

Whereas the AccOAOOAAI EOEAO A . AOGEITT Al S$EOAOOAO 00A
#1 11 EOOAA 8 AEAEOAA AU OEA O0OEIi A -ETEOOAORh 8
I £FEAEA] AAZET EOQOEIT 1 £ ChiabkdDEAEBAEIOEBABDAGT OBA
Disaster Preparedness and Response Advisory Committee, which must be consulted with during
OEA AAOGAI T PIi AT O T /&£ OEA O. ACETT Al $EOAOOAO 00A
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Although the IDB did not find any evidence of statutory financial protections, upon the
application of the iIGOPP, i©O £1 01T A AOEAAT AA T £ OEA AQGEOOAT AA |
instruments available to the country from binding agreements with regional instruments

(CDEMA and the Caribbean Catastrophe Risk Insurance Facility (CCRIF)). In this context, Belize

may evaluate additional financial risk retention and transfer instruments for reducing its fiscal
vulnerability against the occurrence of disastO O 8 6

Belize showedOAT 1T OAOAT 1T 1 AOGAT 1T &£ AAGAT AATATO T £ vus
"low" range according to the classification system used for this Index. The analysis of the results

by components of public policy reform in DRM shows that the highest leVgbrogress
corresponds to "General Framework™ with 26% compliance, which places it in the "incipient”

OAT cA8 4EA 1T OEAO ATiIPITAT OO 1T &£ PDOATEA DPIlTEAU
progress with "risk identification" at 6%, "risk rduction” at 11%, "disaster preparedness" at

uxMh OOAAI OAOU PIATTEICe AO omh AT A * EET Al AEA

When the IDB examined the different DRM processes in the public policy phases, the central

policy coordination and articulation was the only dimension showing "incipient" progress at

j cybpbgs8 00T COAOO ET OEA 1T OEAO pDeotodbhpliadck@veEO ET  (
as follows: "definition of sectoral responsibilities” (7%), "definition of territorial

OAODPI 1 OEAEI EOEAOe jnmpbQh e¢bi 1T EAU EIi Pl Al AT OAQEI
The IDB thengoesontomak® A AT | | AT Aclo§Ehk $h@tterm, mid-term, and long

term spectrum. The shortterm recommendations relevant to this current assignment are as

listed below:

A OSAOAT TP ET OOEOOOEI T Al OOOOAOOOA AT A OOAEE
responsibilities of NEMO.

A $1T AOIi AT O $2- OACOI AOETI 1O OEAO AOA AOOOAT Oi
services institutions, as well as Districts, Cities and Towns.

A 5PpAAOA AT A Al £l OAA $2- O1T1T10 OOAE AO OEA O!
OSEOAOOAO 0OADAOAAT AOGO AT A 2AO0PITOA o011 EAU
oT1 EAUe AT A OEA O. AGETT Al S$SEOAOOAO 00APAOA,
DRM into interagency and territorial regulations.

A Elaborate a disaster risk financial strategy document for establishing a policy for
reducing the fiscal vulnerability against the occurrence of disasters.

A Design and implement a financial instrument for identifying the budgetary allocations
related to ex anteDRM programs.

A Evaluate the feasibility of creation of a fund for financing or-imancing ex ante DRM
activities.

A Evaluate the creation of a fund for financing CCA activities.

A Design and implement an Information System for DRM.

Cq



A Encourage a widespectrum of relevant statutory agencies to allocate resources to DRM
activities that can be identified through budgetary instruments.

A Develop teaching and learning materials related to DRM and CCA to effectively
integrate these issues into Belize's primary and/or secondary education curriculums.

A Encourage regulations that mandate public entities to reduce the vulnerability of
essential buildings and indispensable or critical infrastructure.

A Promote regulations on the mandatory inclusion of disaster risk analysis in all phases
of public investment projects.

A Advance legislation that explicitly considers climate change studies as a requirement
for the approval of public investments.

A Design and implement a monitoring, vigilance or warning system able to trigger an
alarm when natural hazards occur.

A Promote that NEMO evaluates the quality of its performance in the preparation and
response processes.

A Evaluate risk transfer instruments, particularly in a scenario which excludes the

DPOOAEAOGA 1T &£ ET OOOAT AA Pi T EAEAO 1T £EZAOAA AU
wl EATAET C ' ATAAO 6EOEAEI EOU EI $EOAOOAO 2EOQE
# AOEAAAAT j #1 O1 OOU ! OOAOOI AT O 2API OO A1 O "AlE
Conducted in 2009 with the sponsorship of UNDP, this country assessment noted that
whereas OA £&1 OO0 O1 ET OACOAOA A CcAT ARO PAOOPAAOE
I Ei Ehehkebn@asOACOAAT AT O OEAO x1 1 AT Al AnddaEBOAOAT £/
women were among the most vulnerable because they had limited access to information,
training and employment; and fewer resources to restore normalcy to their families in the short
OAOIi 86

Key conclusions from this country assessment are as follows:

A OSAOPEOA OEA APDPOI OAI 1T &£ OEA . AGEIT AT ' AT A,
awareness about the Policy, lack of clarity about gender concepts such as the difference
between sex and gender, and limited efforts to integrate gender in natigraicies and
DOl COAi 1 Ab8o

A Ol xAOAT AGO 1T &£ OEA (&! AT A #3% %2! o1 AT T E
representatives of the NGOs and government agencies. It was greater among United
. AOETT O OOAEE AT 1001 OAA AT A TTA ET OAOT AOCEI

A Belize currently has no policies or legislation to support the integration of gender in
disaster risk management, and there were no immediate plans to address this among
the main disaster agencies, though there is interest among stakeholders to learn.

A Partnerships for Disaster Risk Management exist between various groups of
stakeholders such as government agencies, international agencies and NGOs. Several

Co



NGOs are already involved in the disaster risk management structure through NEMO.
However, neither the NGOs nor any of the agencies consulted indicated that they have
activities to ensure that gender issues are taken into consideration in disasters.

A Sexdisaggregated data are availabléhrough the Statistical Institute of Belize and the
Police Department, but this has not been adopted as the normal practice in all agencies,
including those responsible for disaster risk management. There is also a need to use
sexdisaggregated data to guide thedevelopment of gendesensitive policies. In
addition, gender needs to be mainstreamed in all national plans, budgets and
development programmes to reduce specific vulnerabilities of, and risks to men and
x1 1 Al 86

The assessment goes on to make the following seven recommendations:

1. 0. %-/ h OEA . AGEITAl 711 AT80 #i1ii1EOOGEITh O
should collaborate in organising workshops to equip stakeholders with the skills to
mainstream gender in national policies, and in the programmes of relevant stakeholder
groups in allsectors.

2. WIN Belize and the Belize Red Cross should collaborate to provide training to the wider
NGO community to enable these organisations to become more involved in promoting
awareness of the importance of gender in disaster risk management programmes.

3. Research should be expanded and practical approaches shared to mainstream gender
in national plans and strategies.

4. UNCT members should continue to work with their national counterparts to incorporate

5. gender in the disaster risk management mechanisms and should include the collection
of sexdisaggregated data on disasters.

6. A pilot initiative to integrate gender in disaster risk management policies, plans and
procedures should be undertaken with the participation of international agencies,
national gender and disaster risk management agencies, and national NGOs. The
National Gender Policy should be updated to include a commitment to gender
mainstreaming in a National Disaster Risk Management Policy that should be
formulated.

7. Legislative changes should be made to support implementation of this amendment in
OEA ' AT ARAO OoT1EAU8 . %/ AT A OEA 711AT60 g
contribute to amendment of theolicy andtasked with monitoring the policy and the
TAx 1 ACEOI AGET 1T 86
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I5BBfUB3fjFovAuJBbWqEVheU7JqbXDa/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I5BBfUB3fjFovAuJBbWqEVheU7JqbXDa/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1OAVAcD1G_FXDrNdSbKFe6yhgIxNF76_W/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115253113466435775944&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MhBO3lIQvgp9ZsXm1NEFFtUVxKP8zkmw/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115253113466435775944&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YHsLmrdVBnmLCVDIvLM7CrH0RZssg4bI/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108734113020636118928&rtpof=true&sd=true
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